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The t e l e v i s i o n newscaster has become the predominant agent of news w i~ t h e evolution of t e l e v i s i o n i n t o t h e primary source of informat i o n in North A m e r i c a and elsewhere.
I n t h e United S t a t e s t e l e v i s i o n news has overtaken newspapers a s t h e p r i n c i p a l news source and t e l e v i s i o n news dependence increased from approximately 50 % i n t h e 1960's (Bogart, 1968; Robinson and Swinehart, I968 ; Roper, 1969 ) t o over 60 % i n t h e e a r l y 1970's (Robinson, 1972 1.
In a more r e c e n t study (Atkin and Elwood, 1978 ) t e l e v i s i o n was c i t e d as the nunber one news choice among more than 200 s t u d e n t s i n s i x high schools i n West V i r g i n i a and
Pennsylvania. Television h a s been i d e n t i f i e d a l s o a s t h e major source of p o l i t i c a l information f o r many A m e r icans (Roper, 1973 ; Powers, 1977) .
Norman Swallow (1966) says of t e l e v i s i o n news i n B r i t i a n , "...its audience exceeds t h e readership of t h e n a t i o n a l newspapers p u t tog e t h e r , and does s o by a margin t h a t , throughout t h e world, i n c r e a s e s every year...." Information about t e l e v i s i o n news usage i n Canada i s d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d . However, t h e average Canadian spends more than f o u r hours a day watching t e l e v i s i o n (Jamieson , 1966, 9 1 and Canadians have been i d e n t i f i e d as the w o r l d ' s g r e a t e s t t e l e v i s i o n consumers (Information Canada, 1972 1. The Kent Cammission r e p o r t a l s o i n d i c a t e s t h a t Canadians have a high preference f o r t e l e v i s i o n news i n most news c a t e g o r i e s (Kent, 1981 , 35 1. Canadians ' preoccupation w i t h t e l e v i s i a n and the similarities between Canadian, American and B r i t i s h s o c i e t i e s would suggest t h a t t e l e v i s i o n news i s a primary source of information f o r Canadians a l s o .
A s t e l e v i s i o n news has becone more influent i a l s o has t h e anchorperson.
In a 1974-75 study, n e a r l y a majority of Americans (47%) s a i d they regarded t e l e v i s i o n newspeople as having too much power, along w i t h b i g business ( 88% , r i c h people (79%), and o t h e r groups (1 1 %) ( P i e r c e , 1 977 1.
Y e t , what i s known about the anchorperson and h i s o r h e r occupation?
Independent T e l ev i s i o n news of G r e a t B r i t i a n , a l e a d e r i n the development of t h e newscaster says :
The news i s presented n o t by r e a d e r s b u t by newscasters -t h a t i s by men of p e r s o n a l i t y and a u t h o r i t y . But they are n o t j u s t pers o n a l i t i e s .
They a r e above a l l working j o u r n a l i s t s , whose a u t h o r i t y s t e m s f r m p r o f e s s i o n a l experience and s k i l l , and who do t h e i r s h a r e of g a t h e r i n g and w r i t i n g t h e news, as w e l l as presenting it (Swallow, 1966) . W a l t e r Cronkite , t h e most popular newscaster in the U. S. and one of t h e ten "most i n f l u e n t i a l d e c i s i o n makers i n Americanw (Feinman, 1 977 ) a l s o d e s c r i b e s t h e news -r e a d e r s as j o u r n a l i s t s : I f we do o u r iobs w e l l , we do those t h i n q s -r e p o r t i n g , w r i t i n g , e d i t i n g -a s w e l l o r b e t t e r than t h e p r i n t j o u r n a l i s t , b u t beyord t h a t -have to have s p e c i a l s k i l l s ... t o p r e s e n t our material through t h e spoken word and i n a v i s u a l mediun, f r equently t o t h i n k on our f e e t and t o be r i g h t t h e f i r s t time with no e d i t o r imposed as a p r o t e c t i v e b u f f e r between u s and the public (Cronkite, 1976, 24 -25 1.
Others a s s e r t t h a t newscasters are n o t j o u r n a l i s t s and reqard them as performers only.
Magazine e d i t o r P e t e r C. Newman wrote t h a t "most news-readers are l i t t l e m o r e than g l o r i f i e d d i s c jockeys spinnina t h e Top 20 news s t o r i e s a n i g h t , t h e i r h a i r sprayed i n t o p l a c e , t h e i r molars polished t o p e r f e c t i o n " (1 981 , 3 1. He claimed a l s o t h a t Walter Cronkite is "one of t h e l a s t of the t e l e v i s i o n anchormen who a c t u a l l y served an a u t h e n t i c apprenticeship as a journal i s t . "
Ron
Powers concurs: "anchormen, weathermen, r e p o r t e r s a l l , each represented a r a d i c a l d i s c o n t i n u i t y with j o u r n a l i s t i c t r a d it i o n " i n t h e 1970s (Powers, 1977 1. S t i l l o t h e r s regard news-readers a s f a c e s only o r a s much showbusiness stars as a r e a c t o r s and s i n g e r s (Swallow, 1966 ; Columbia Journalism Review, 1976) .
Few s t u d i e s have been done about t h e telev i s i o n newscaster.
Research which is a v a i l a b l e is e i t h e r d e s c r i p t i v e (Powers, 1977; Swallow, 1966 ; P i e r c e , 1977) or includes t e l e v i s i o n newsc a s t e r s w i t h i n an aggregate of broadcasters (de l a Garde and B a r r e t t , 1977; Barnbrick, 1971 ;  Fischer , 1978 ; Weinthal and G a r r e t t , 1974 ; Idsvoog and Hoyt , 1 977 ; S tom, 1 974 ; Johnstone, e t . a l , 1976).
S t i l l o t h e r sources consider t e l e v i s i m r e p o r t e r s only (Ismach and Dennis, 1 978 ) . Of t h i s information, l i t t l e i s about broadcast j o u r n a l i s t s i n Canada. This study of Ontario newscasters was undertaken t o determine the e x t e n t to which these news-readers can Lx? conc;! dr I ed j o u r n a l i s t s and how c l o s e l y their g e n e r d p r o f i l e resembleo that of o t h e r b r o a d c a s t j o u r n a l i s t s .
Method
Information about the newscasters' f a m i l y background, education and employment experience was o b t a i n e d d u r i n g a telephone q u e s t i o n n a i r e which r e q u i r e d approximately twenty minutes t o c a n p l e t e . newscasters w e r e requested from newsrom personn e l a t each of t h e s t a t i o n s .
A l i s t of t e l e v i s i o n news

French-language t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s wre a n i t t e d t o avoid f a c t o r s , such a s c u l t u r a l v a r iables, which might have d i s t o r t e d t h e r e s u l t s . R e s u l t s
There are forty-twm f u l l t i m e newscasters a t Ehglish -language t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s i n On- According to D. K. Wright, "Journalism r e f e r s t o t h e p r o c e s s of news r e p o r t i n g -t h e c o l l e c t i c n , w r i t i n g and e d i t i n g of m a t e r i a l of c u r r e n t i n t e r e s t f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n through p r i n t o r b r o a d c a s t media" ( 1 974 1.
Thus, r e a d i n g onair e x c l u s i v e l y f a i l s t o q u a l i f y a newscaster as a j o u r n a l i s t .
W r i g h t ' s d e f i n i t i o n of journalism w a s used in determining whether t h e newscasters i n t h i s study c o u l d be d e s c r i b e d as j o u r n a l i s t s .
.Table One l i s t s the f u n c t i o n s considered to be canponents of the j o u r n a l i s t i c process.
I t indicates t h a t , based on Wright's d e f i n i t i o n , the news-readers i n t h i s investigation can be considered j o u r n a l i s t s .
In addition to t h e i r r o l e a s anchorperson, several of the respondents perform other journa l i s t i c functions. TWO individuals are a l s o t h e Determine format of newscast
24
Read copy, exclusively 1 news director a t t h e i r station; one is an assistant news director; a fourth is a sports director and sportscaster; and a f i f t h i s a sportscaster .
Twenty-four said they also participate in public a f f a i r s programs or other projects a t t h e i r station or network.
Their roles in these projects include : writer, host of specials, host of a weekly plblic a f f a i r s program, interviewer, producer, director, story editor, reporter, assignment e d i t o r , researcher o r camera person.
Wenty-one of the respondents have also served an authentic apprenticeship as a journa l i s t since they were reporters f o r newspapers and/or radio and/or television before becoming news-readers .
In addition , before taking the newscaster ' s chair a t t h e i r present station, 15 individuals had been hired a t the same station f o r other jobs, eleven having been t w o or more of the following:
foreign correspondent, reporter, business editor*, writer, director of news and current a f f a i r s , producer, director, sports director*, sportscaster, talk-shcw host, weekend anchorperson, weather announcer, radio announcer, and narrator.
Some worked on current a f f a i r s programs and documentaries and i n sales.
Demographic Prof i l e Family Background
A l l but one of the respondents, who was born i n England, were born in Canada and the majority (63%) said t h e i r parents were Canadian citizens a t birth. Of the 11 parents who became Canadian citizens by naturalization, nine were from England or the United States and one couple was from Australia.
Only four of the parents had jobs connected with the comunications field.
Of the fathers one was a filrmaker and producer and one scheduled films; among t h e mothers one was a t a l e n t agent and another a w r i t e r .
Nineteen of t h e news-readers are from famil i e s i n which t h e f a t h e r ' s career can be l a b e ll e d a s "white c o l l a r . " These occupations ranged from teaching t o accounting.
Blue c o l l a r jobs ranged from farming to mining. Most (21 of t h e mothers w e r e homemakers.
Age and Marital S t a t u s --
Figure one i n d i c a t e s the age d i s t r i b u t i o n among t h e newscasters.
Most of t h e anchormen a r e married; i n c o n t r a s t , half of t h e female newscasters a r e s i n g l e (Table Tm ) . Of those who a r e married, 63% have spouses who a r e working. The s o l e m a l e spouse is an ambulance technician and d r i v e r .
S i x t y p e r c e n t of t h e female p a r t n e r s a r e homemakers; o t h e r occupat i o n s include t h a t of teacher, f r e e l a n c e w r i t e r , merchandising executive and c l e r k .
One of t h e wives i s a t t e n d i n g college. Table Tm 
Marital s t a t u s of newscasters a t O n t a r i o ' s English-language t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s S ta t u s Men Women
Married Divorced Separated Single Education
Only f o u r of t h e t h i r t y newscasters have a u n i v e r s i t y degree.
Ten have c o l l e g e diplomas and f i v e completed high school only.
The remaining eleven attended either u n i v e r s i t y , coll e g e , o r high school b u t d i d n o t graduate. The educational background was s i m i l a r among men and women and among o l d e r and younger broadcasters. L e s s than one-third s a i d they had received formal t r a i n i n g i n journalism.
Each of these i n d i v i d u a l s q u a l i f i e d h i s o r her response by explaining t h a t t h e i r courses focussed on t h e art of communication r a t h e r than t h e development of j o u r n a l i s t i c s k i l l s . Table Three s t a t e s t h e communication d i s c i p l i n e s l i s t e d by the newsc a s t e r s and i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e majority who took
these courses w e r e 30 years of age o r younger.
The newscasters d i d s a y , however, t h a t they regard formal t r a i n i n g i n journalism a s good preparation f o r becoming a j o u r n a l i s t and o r a newscaster and f e l t t h a t it gives one a b e t t e r chance of obtaining a job i n t h e f i e l d . mployrnent Experience
A l l of the newscasters who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n this study entered media r e l a t e d occupations between t h e age of 11 and 24.
However 56.7% have a l s o worked i n a t least one occupation outside of the comunications industry. These jobs ranged from t h a t of manager and c i v i l servant, to seismologist, h e l i c o p t e r p i l o t and farmer .
Half of t h e news-readers have less than s i x years experience i n t h e i r occupation.
Of t h i s group, t e n a r e men and f i v e are women and only three (one woman) have worked a t more than one establishment. One woman has been a news-reader f o r six years and with more than one company. This i s i n c o n t r a s t t o nine of t h e men, f i v e of 
Figure One
I Graduated
Three men have eleven to f i f t e e n years of experience a t more than one s t a t i o n .
One man has been an anchor a t more than one e s t a b l i s hment f o r almost twenty years and another has over twenty years experience, although a t more than one s t a t i o n . Table Three Communication courses taken by newscasters a t Ontario's English-language t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s Course Graduation Number of Age c e r t i f i c a t e years Radio & Television Diploma Table f o u r lists s a l a r i e s r e l a t i v e t o t h e s i z e of the c i t y i n which the newscasters work. The renumeration quoted r e p r e s e n t s t h a t received f o r reading news on-the-air plus performing o t h e r functions.
Newscasters i n cities with fewer than 100,000 people make less than $ 30,000 annually. 
* -indicates number of women i n that salary bracket
Those i n cities of more than 100,000 g e n e r a l l y earn above $ 30,000. It is l i k e l y t h a t the f i v e respondents from Toronto (population over one m i l l i o n ) who would n o t r e v e a l t h e i r s a l a r i e s earn more than $40,000 and probably more than $ 60,000 annually. This i s estimated from t h e answers given by o t h e r s i n t h a t c i t y and from the f a c t t h a t an increase i n s a l a r y appears t o p a r a l l e l an increase i n popul a t i o n .
Anchorwomen i n Toronto g e n e r a l l y tend t o earn less than t h e men i n t h a t c i t y .
However, t h i s t r e n d of unequal pay r e l a t i v e to sex does not seem t o be obvious f o r female newsc a s t e r s i n smaller centers. However, two-thirds of t h e women s a i d t h e i r s a l a r y was inapprop r i a t e .
On t h e o t h e r hand, almost one half (46%) of t h e men found t h e i r renumeration s a t i s f a c t o r y .
Discussion
Newscasters a t O n t a r i o ' s English-language t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s can be described a s journal is ts . Their s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n "the process of news r e p o r t i n g " i n d i c a t e s t h a t they can be regarded as more than performers. Furthermore, a background as a r e p o r t e r among a majority of the news-readers p o i n t s t o development i n t h e j o u r n a l i s t i c t r a d i t i o n .
The a p p l i c a b i l i t y of t h e l a b e l " j o u r n a l i s t " makes p o s s i b l e a comparison of t h e newscasters' p r o f i l e with t h a t of broadcast j o u r n a l i s t s i n general.
In this s t u d y , m a l e news-readers outnumbered the females by f i v e to one. In various r e p o r t s on broadcast j o u r n a l i s t s t h e d i f f e r e n c e has been c i t e d as f i v e to one (de la Garde and B a r r e t t , 19771, t e n t o one, and seventeen t o one (Wienthal & OIKeefe, 1 974 1 , while one aggreg a t e survey of p r i n t and broadcast j o u r n a l i s t s l i s t e d a r a t i o of f o u r to one (Johnstone, e t .
al., 1976).
The News People (Johnstone, e t . a1 . , 1976) makes mention of economic h e r i t a g e : approximately 62 p e r c e n t of j o u r n a l i s t s ' f a t h e r s a r e white c o l l a r employees.
A s i m i l a r percentage w a s found i n t h i s s t u d y .
Approximately 70 p e r c e n t of t h e newscasters are between twenty and f o r t y y e a r s o l d . This c o r r e l a t e s w i t h t h e 78.5 p e r c e n t c i t e d i n a Montreal s t u d y (de l a Garde and B a r r e t t , 1977) b u t c o n t r a s t s with t h e 56.3% given i n The News People. Canpared t o American J o u r n a l i s t s , t h e news-readers i n t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n have achieved l o w e r l e v e l s i n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l system. Of t h e s e newscasters f o u r have an u n i v e r s i t y degree and eleven a c o l l e g e diploma.
I n Canada, howe v e r , c o l l e g e s are g e n e r a l l y o r i e n t e d toward o c c u p a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g r a t h e r than academic ins t r u c t i o n .
College i n the United S t a t e s genera l l y corresponds to u n i v e r s i t y i n Canada. One American s t u d y i n d i c a t e s t h a t T. V. news d i r e ct o r s are w e l l educated men, n i n e t y p e r c e n t have a t t e n d e d c o l l e g e and f o r t y p e r c e n t have r e c e i v e d an undergraduate degree ( Shuneman, 1 966 . A s t u d y of Ohio b r o a d c a s t e r s determined t h a t seventy s i x p e r c e n t have a c o l l e g e degree (Fisc h e r , 1978 and Wienthal (1 974 1 found t h a t f i f t y seven p e r c e n t of b r o a d c a s t newspersons have a c o l l e g e degree.
O f t h e j o u r n a l i s t s surveyed by Johnstone, et. 61. 86 .I p e r c e n t had a t l e a s t some c o l l e g e t r a i n i n g , 39.6 p e r c e n t having received a degree.
I n 1974 t h e average annual income of Ameri- can j o u r n a l i s t s was $ 11 ,000 (Wienthal and O'Keefe). In t h i s s t u d y , one-sixth of t h e newscasters s a i d they earned between $ 10,000 and $ 15,000 annually and the norm i s approximately $ 25,000 i n a c i t y of a t least 100,000 people.
United S t a t e s network newsc a s t e r s W a l t e r Cronkite, Tan Snyder, and Barbara Walters have e a r n e d a t least $ 400,000 annually (Powers, 1977 ) . Powers a l s o r e p o r t s a Chicago anchorman r e c e i v e d $ 100,000 a n n u a l l y i n t h e 1970s.
While network newscasters l o c a t e d i n Ontario e a r n t h e h i g h e s t s a l a r i e s among those surveyed h e r e , their renumeration only j u s t approaches t h a t of the l o c a l Chicago anchor. FOOTNOTES * s t i l l remains in t h a t p o s i t i o n .
